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-Bince Janm._,r 1%8 whan Iarj_ Jxawl;'r’ I‘:'iu“;;ch Tr
o

f Manifacto callqd—upon the WOrmers of tha‘worla to.unite avuinst th;lr capitul

ué&p101ters and to bring into being the "proletarlan world federatloﬁ of
_Socialist republics", four internatlonal orggnlzations have been formed fér the
avowed purpose of creating such a federation, The Fourth Internaticnal, the
only one still’functioning, is a federation of Tfotskyite and arfiliated parties
throughout the world, which broke away from the Soviet-dominated Thlrd In»er—
natlongl the "Conlntern."

The rift among Comnunlst leaders, which brought ubout thc Lstgbllshment ‘of .
the Fourth International, was based almost entirely on ideological differenceé.
Botk Communists and Trotskyitez have claimed to be scientific and Lrue!
Marxists; both consider themselves to be faithful disciples of Marxism as
expounded by Lenin., For the Commnist Parties, however, Stalin!s int erpreta-
tions of Marxist-Leninist theory have become an essential part of the basic
doctrine, whercas the Trotskyites completely reject Stalin's views, The key to
the struggle between the representatives of these two Marxist groups is the
difference between Stalinism and frotskyism. This conflict is historical,
theoretical, tactical ang psychological, To a great extent, it is also based on
emotional adherence te one of two leaderé at war with eéch other,

Those_non-uanxists who interpret history in terms of the clash of indjvid-
uals trace the split in the Third International to the incomp~tibility of two
leaders of the Russian Revolutiov Lenin's strength was founded on his practi-’
cal, as well as his theoretical, th;bllltles. leither Trotsky nor Stalin had
both gifts, It was Fhe practical politician, Stalin, who won out in the end
over the brilliant theorctician,

Co:nunlsn historians portray Trotsky as ¢ "dissident" and "wrocker! fron

his Tirst entry into the reveluticnary scene, In 1903 the Russ izn Social-

Democratic Labor Party split into two greoups: the Mbnsheviks, a right wing

faction, and the Bolsheviks, under the leadership of Lonin. 1In 1910, Trotsky

attonded a Sohial—Dcﬁocratlc congress at Copenhagen, where he defended 4 posi-
tian of s omn,

midway betwoen that of the Bolsheviks and the Mbnsheviks. In

Sy 1917, however; he jeined the fammerp and attsined a very high pesition in

the Porty. Reveritheless, official Scviet history refers to him as a "enshevik

Chmteresvveiutiona T, : d
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- o Durdng he poriod oetween,nhe est&blishm;nt of tha Soviet Cbatc and
Lenin'"vdeath mrotsky was oIten in dtsagreemcnt with the other Party leaders.
_,&s principal reprﬂsentative of his government at the Brnst—Litovsk phace traaty
negotlatlons w1th Germany, he bro&e up the dlscu331ons against Lenin's wishes.
Two wceks Latcr, on 23 Fubruary 1918, Lenin forced the signing of a treaty.

l Hallcd by the adhe rcnts of the Fourth International as the creator of the. .
ReﬂuArmy, Trotsky used Czarist officers in the military establishment. The
s:tisfactorinéss of the results obtained way later used to justify the empldy~._."
ment of "bourgeois" technical experts in Soviet factories. Néverfheless, such
toctics, rcgardless of their necessity at the time, scrve the Communists“in
accusing Trotsky of capitulating to-the bourgevisic.

During the Polish war of 1920, Trctsky 6p§osed the disastrous advance on
Worsaw, but was overruled by Lenin. Again, in 1923, he vas accused of can~ '
vassing for the support of the newcomers to the Party (among which he was
numbered) against the "old guard'. .

Stalin cameﬂto power upon Lerin's death in 1924, Trotskyitcs claim that,
on his dcathbed, Lenin csked that Trotsky take his place., Communists, of
course, refute this clsim, pointing to the many instances of di.sagrecment he-
tween Trotsky and Lgnin} .

In the autumn of 1923, during Lonin's illness, Trotsky had ilssued his

cprosition platform, Declarstion of the Forty-Six Oppositionists, detianding the

restoration of fectionalism, as opposed to "Democratic Centrzlism”. In a follow
up letter, Trotsky attacked the Party apparctus, declariné that the Party had
Mdegencraiod” into a burcaucrac" These two documcnts fcrmﬁd the basis of a
ficrce discussion within the Party, and Stalin zppears to have triumphed.

Tretsky continued in open oppusition., He aBtacked the government's
agricultural policy, insisting on vigorous actiop against the kulsks. ‘hen
Stalin adepted Tretekyls recomnendatiens on'th;s pbint in 1929, frotsky had
already becen tonished,

Ia the summer of 1526, the followers of Trotsky and Zinoviev (who had
formed the "Mlew Copcsiticen') united to form an anti-Party bloc. The Ccniral
Jowmiitee warmed that this bloc must be dissolved, Instead, its lcadérs sub-
ritted a statement of thodir vicws and damanded a distussion of them. In =2

. .

goveral disonezicn which took place in Octoher 1927, the eppositicn wnz woited,
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The tenpo of the struuflv in iereased, the activitics of the cpposition were Ze-
ginning to constitute a dangcr to the Party, and on 14 Movoober 1927, Trotseky
-and Zinoviev were oxpélled from tho Partf. _ v

The Trotskyites consider that Stalin fopghf Trotsky bocauss tha 1;:tgr
represented a threat to his own power, Communists, on the othoer hand, statc -

" that Trotsky was ekpelled as an "opportuniﬁt", 2 "counter-revelutionnry”
dangerous tc the progress of Comanlam in thu USSR.

mbtever may bL the rotlva+1ng fwctor, a basie dlstlnctlor in +h01r :"tut—
pretatlon of Marxist policy underlay thc disputes between Trotcky and 3talin,
and led to the split. The disagrcement between Sialin's fhcory of “sogialism
in one state" znd Trotsky's suprport of the "permonent rev04ut10n" sbill kceps
Trotskyites and Communists in conflict,

-Although Trotsky cxpressed his theory at nn early stage in his carecr,
its hbst lucid exposition is found ih his Egg_fgggggpggnﬁgxggggigg, publishéd
‘in 1930, In accord with Lenin's position, he maintained that the establishment
of Cermmunist powcor in Russia muct lead to a world-wide prolet:rian re&olution,
and that truc soclalism could not be zchieved in Russia alonc, Since
capitalism would persist in tho rest of the world, any policyvcontrary to tha
of world rcvolution would bé bound to lead to the derencration of thelprolc-
tarisn dictatorship cstablished in Russia. Trotsky helirved that true
Communism began with an international program; gradually building up Com;unism

in each country until a proletarianlworld federation of socialist republics
evolved,

Stalin, tcling a practical stand on the evolution of‘historical procesases,
held that there was no hope for immecdiate world rovoluticn. The achievoment of
soclalism in Russia would, thercforc, be the most offcctive and inspiraticnal
form of propaganda for the establishment of world Commumism. In spite of the
gncirclement of capitalist states, socialism could be accomplished in one

: ;ountrJ*v the USSR. v

T The diffcrenug was only one of timing. Tt6§§ky put world revolution

- +

first, Stnlln put it seccond, A9 2 ma tgr of *hct, Ste lln g thpory vaa

some influenbc on internatioral Communist policy., In Sxile he wrote 7 :3;5my33§3

cs ' . .
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. analysis of the dréft_progrxn of RBukh

Cattention of certein delegatos, such ns James Goo CANNON, then reprocenting ilie

CPUSA and nou hced of the Sociclist “orkers Party. In 1929, Trotsky was finally

* Partics, thcse Trotskyite groups continued to consider themselves as members of
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~ir and Stalin, which hoe sent to the

6th “lorld Congruss of the Comintern in lloscew, Threugh an accldent unfortunate

for the Communista, this document was actually translated and breught te the

“banished from thpvcountry and fcund rofuge in Turkey, Communists throughout the
world heard of the expulsion of the "countef-rcvblutibnaries" in thq‘Sovéct
Farty. Because of rigid Party discipline, most of ﬁhose who believed Trotsky to
be right kept their deviztion from the Party line secrots Trotskyitgs, however,
began to establish clandestine contact with cach other as carly as in 1927,
Ffom the time of.frotsky's cxpulsion,'factioné bogan to forn within the national

Communist Parties and the Comintorn. Even after they wers expcelled from their -

.

.

neft cpposition gfoups" of the Communizt Parties. The Amcricrns, for

example, called.thcmsclves,"The Communist Le2gue -of Amcrica, Left Opposition of

-the Communist Party',

This factional status of th Trotskyites continued until the carly 1930fs,

-when 2 ssrice of uvents led to the formation of indepondent Trotskyité parties .

and 2n internciionnl composed of thesc parties,

In 1931 Trotsky wrote a pamphlct cntitled Germany: the XKey to the Inter-

nationzl Situcticn, cutlining the danger of fasclsm in Germany., The Nazi

scizure of power twe years later proved him right. According to the Trotskyites,
the Comintern Yeaders and the German Ccamunists hod capitulated without a fight.
Trotsky said of the cvent, "Defeat without battle is the most demoralizing of
all defcats," He decla?sd the Comintern bonkrupt: "ie must have new partics
and a néw International,”

In the USSR, moanvihils, any possibility of reccncilintion betwcen Trotsky
(as well ag other "oppositiani:tsﬁ) and the Communists was being vigorously
ruled eut. In the fall of 1936 and throughout’ 1937, the Moscow trials were in

progress; Trotsky in exile and other opposition officials were accused and con-
victcd“br'tzcagon, canspiracy, ond ag foreign-agents, The prosecution claimed

they‘ ha‘d-f"“ : I - ¢ ’ . e : . i
‘ ‘m3et out to destroy the Party and the Sovict state, to undermins

the defensive power of the country; ﬁﬁ»qgsist foreign military intes
veationg to propere the way for the dofext of the Red Army; to brir
-ebout the dlsmemberment of the USSEy -to Fand over the Soviet Maritis
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Reglon t®he ¢apancue, Soviet Solerussin to thoe Poli g, Lhe
Soviet Ukraine to the Germans; to dustroy the gnins of She werke -
and colleetive farmers; and to restoroe caniind slhavery in the

USSR.M

Trotsky flod to Mexico in Jamuory 1937, but kept in constant touch with

Partics allicd with him throughout the world. In September 1938,

Intornztional was proclaimed at a congress fwld in Buvope, Tootaky ai

not present, kut he drafted the docurm.nt, Thec

Tasks of the Fourth Intern-tional, which became the basis for the new orgnniza-
tion's program, Briefly, this program envisioned the ultimate crostion of a
proletarian world fedoration of sccinlist republics, It wes to bo cecomplished
by individual nations, which, after their socialization, would Torm continuhtal
federntions and finally grohp themeclves into 2 world foderation. Trhe intor-

national administrative and functional argardzation wos designed to oxpedite

this erd, being divided into national sections combined into continenial grouns

2

all of which ré&ceive their dlrcctlon from an intern:itional bedy of officinls

w1th headquorters ln FEurope,

Following the outbreak of Tforld ¥War IT, on cmeibgeney confercnce wae

in rexice in 1940, over which Trotsky prosided.  The wer wes condemred st ¢

oting as imporialistic. Threc rmontlhs Later Trotsky wis cssassinated, pro-.

umebly by sgunts of the GPU, The Fourth Inturncticnsl continucd to-functi:n,
howsver, ¢ven without its lcader,

cording to the claims of its Intsrnational Secretariat, the Fourth Inmtor-

naticnal is the only world revolutionary porty which continucs the fizht of
larx ~né Lenin, Tt stonds for "the restoration, the rovival ¢f genuwine inrxiss
as it was cxpounded ird practiccd in the Rus simn Revelntiorn ond in th: coxly
days of the Comrunist Intorro il .M
The Trotskyites siress the thooroticnl - differences ‘b Avicen therselves and

the Communists, b.licving as they do in the concupt, cspouscd by liarx and Lonin,

of the inscparbility of theary and action., iccording to Lenin, MlHthout

[5]

revolutionary theory there can be no rovelut tionary movement." The proper
Marxist approach to cction is to determine the correet theory and then to allow
no deviation, Yot Trotsky, as noted, was tha groat proponent of "facticnalism"

in the enrly days of the USSR. This tredition has been carried over into the

Fourth International, so that, as in the revolutionary Bolshovil-lenshevik days,

a Trotsicyite party often includes a "minority® and & "majority", cach raprosorit-

L or tactical cpproach to national or
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internationel Treotskyite pelicr, Factions within Trotskyitc norbtics or totoal
splits in pratics arc not uncemron, It is found, similorly, in prosent-day ‘
Trotskyitc policy, that hbmbors of any onc Party or the r;prcs;ptativcs ot
varicus prrtice arfiliated with the Fourth Intornaticnal nmay b in disngreomont -
cn rajor isaucs.

Since the inception of the Fourth Internationel, the attitude eng policy
to hcbadoptcd towards the Sovict Union have formed 2 majer topic of discussion,
Although the Trotskyites do not supiei the theory of "soeiclism in one stateh,
the dofense of the Sovict Union is a2 basic point in their plotform, At the
same time thcy devote a groct deal of time and ¢lfort to attacking the present
Soviet regime and working, though with 1little apporent success, for the ovor;
threw of what Trotsky enllcd the "degenerated wovkers! stote!,

In 1940, the Fourth International condemned the war., The Stalinists rmade
a similar decleoration =t thot time, but urged the forcign Partics to suppert
and cxploit thc war offort of tho Allies aftoer Russiz had boon attacked,. The
Trotskyitcs, on the contrary, ur-ed the workers of the world to resist militery
conscripfion. They also bittcrly condermncd the Nazi-Soviet vact as rnother
exempla of the "counter-revolution” 1od by Steliry hut ~fher the Nezi atfiack on

the Sovict Unden, the Fourth Intornotionnl, with "footions™ dissenting fres this
pesition, supportcd the Sovict war cffurt, considering the victeorycf the Al
as the lesser of two evils,

After the war, in the period when the USSR and the copitalist countries
were overtly still.allics, the Trotskyitos besan thols agitotion for world
reveluticn, condoemning the Communists for kaving foilad te canvert the Jllicd
victory intc 2o victsry for world sccinlism,

“Then the Tratskyitcs decided thot world capit;lisrtx .8 pruepuring for an
attack on the L'SSR, the official Fourth Intoirnctionzl policy I‘cvcz,"i‘cd agein to
the defonse of the Sovict Unirn. According to the Internaticnal Seerctariat -%
the first “orld Confercnce neld in spril 1946, ”Froﬁ the historic point of view -
tho contradiction between world imperialiam and the Soviet Republies is irfinite-

.

1y greater than are the antogonisms which cxist ameng individunl copitalistic

counttios thomselves... ", since the Soviet Ecpublics "constitute an obstacle to
impcridiiétic greodiness for world morkets. "
Furthur, "The Fourth Internhtaonal mpkes no sccret of announﬂlnu that thne

defense of Soviet

‘But this dnfense must ndw'moro

i .k..., PR
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tran cver be in WRor of ml the i cndovelu NP cod not dhn Stalinite

suntor-roveluticonary regime,™

This unconditionul defensc of the USSE iIs basvd on tha sipposlt i that

the capitalist n~tions will enjuge in ~n nti-Sovi ot war, ¢ 111
3 S Nt 1

come bzfore the Trotskyis ooooaroup wiladn Too GOS0 an

able to overthrow the Stalinist regime. It is bused olse on tho comsldoroilon,

that, while the Soviet Unien is not a dictatorship of the prolotariat but o dice-
totorship ouer tho nroloteriat, certnin industrial znd aaricultural ghins hove
been achicved undsr the Stalinist regime nnd thoese must not be allowmed to be
destroyed by the copitalists. They must be saved for the doy vhen the prele-
tariat will acturlly assume powcf. Trotskyites, “kircfore, wiile const:nt’“
renlnd:ng the world proletariat that the USSR is not a true U rxlst strte,
continuc te fight for its cxistonce. The copitclist nations cnce defentsd, the
Trotskyitcs will forec a revelution in the USSA and "the puraarcnt werld
revolutisn! ond ?hc "proloterien world federation of scelalist republice™ will
become a2 reality,

Preprratory to the Uorld Congress of ths Feurth Internstional which vins

held in 1948, the Intornnl Bulletin of the Interncticrcl Scerctarict publichoed

varying points of view on the therretlcl strnnmd to be token towords ths dussian

uesticn, These minority cpinicns in ~cdd the Manconditionzl
. P

defense” of the USSR nnd the definition of that nution as o "degonerotod wiori-

crs! state®, According to this point of vicw, the USSR curnet be oo czlicd

because it is not oven a "workers' stote', snently, the "dissidunt

Trcts“Jllc"” callid wpon the Feurth Internctizonl to britle

nst the capitalist po

regime as well s apod
in all countrics,
The immedicte progrem of the Fourih Intornniicnol 1s reported to include
the following pcints:
a. Confiszation cof war profiis.

b, Metiomnlization of lorge industrics, mines, public service
irnstitutiwns, cotc,, without indernnification of sharcholders.

c. Exclusive contr-al by workers of nitionzlized industrics,
d. Rumoval of all occupntion forces from Zuropo.

2. Placins ths Geimarn werker en the same level os othir workers in
th2 werld.

f. Refugal to trke port in militory scrvicc,
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h. Relfus al to pormdy working mouses
of taxcs only upon the wealthy class,

Tacticaily,'the Trctsk%itcﬁ have oporated malbly thrx
Their tcchnlque is o attempt to split other partics cnd orgamdzations,
principzlly Socialist aznd Cormunist, by cntoring ond operating 23 froctions
vithin them. It is for this roason thai the Communists olter deery the
Trotskyites as "wreckers". This tnetic has o theoretical baéis in Trotsky's
so—cnlled "French turn' of 193, ir wnicl he dirccted his follewers to join,
whenever possible, those rofcramist Socinlist crganizations which might be open
tc them, in order to cstablish comtact with the "dcvnlnp1n~ loft-wing" ar
thereby lay the proundwerk for nev Trotskyite partics. In spite of thicz pere-

retion policy, onc principle of Trotskyism is the uncond iticnal indcpcndcnce
of its parties at all times and wnder 2ll circimsinnecs.

Even whoere Trobskyitc partics h-ve cvery opporbunity te werk as lesal
pprtl :s, they smploy clindestine metheds and often opcr-te wholly underground,.
World Censresscs ~re neld sueretly; all precanticns being tokon to wstoblish
cover for the rectings, The rest common form of communications boiween the
Internetional Sceretarist and Crmtincntal Comaittods is by air mail, although
tourists have cften been known'té act 2s couricrs. All vital communicaticous
are sent by courier, Air mnil lotters botween offi;crs cf the varicus rotienal
groﬁps are nevsr addressed to Lhe officers bub to insignificant sombors,

The funds of thc Feurth International appur to be cdequate despite its
smnll membership, It has boon spocul ted Lo what extent frstskyltu croups hove
becn financi%lly and morally supporicd by the 2lght as 2 Myleerie! anoinst

Communism, It hes '“un reportod, for cxample, thot the Parti Communiste

Intermaticnale (French sectien of the Fourth Ipternational) may receive funds
from right-wing greuws. A recent report concerning the propoeed organizatien
f o Thotskyite Party in Dermark stotes that the governrnt does not lock un-

favorzbly on its formation beceusce of ite rele in "orbarrassing” the Com

L5
It-is clear that Trotskyite purtics represent alse stondard penetrotlon

1
torgots.for Communist Partiss and the Sovict dntulligence scrvices, and it mop

bo assured that Trotskyite partics are gcnornlly'punctratcd by secrct members

uhO are sufficiently 1,pc*tant by zpents

of LMo
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The uxact number of adicrerts to the Fourth Irh rostisal i3 not o

Tt is probzhle that its members and sympsthizers total 1c3¢“t:3ar_ 133,000, Iis
members do, howsver, include some capatle Marxist theorists, gx,:‘. the prelific.
cutput of its propagwnda organs, its ag'}tation ameng working pc.,pal:ti:::s' and
colenial pcoplzs, znd its revelutlonary progran make it worthy of «itention,
The rcr:;;.inder of this poper will analyze the structurc of the Fourth
Internaticral and summarize ths known facts concerning Trotskyite portics

throughcut the world.
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